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lthough Alban Berg 5

Wozzeck, one of the .~ -

20th century's first -
modernist operas, features no
catchy melodies, its nnpact is.
inescapably forceful. =
Perhaps what made the
strongest 1mpressmn i e
Israel Opera’s joint perf
ance with the Hessisch
Staatstheater Wlesbaden, :
were Manfred Beilharzand
. Bernd Holzapfel’s innovative |

tive use of stage sp :
ventable sttoke of

frames conteunmg
of action in a ma

f]gures of the_ I
captain, the overbeamlg
doctor and the boastfu
*drum major were depict
hilatiously by tenor Mis
Howard, bass-baritone
- Vladimir Braun and ten'
‘Michael Myers respectively.
The Symphony Orchestr
Rishon Lezion, condu
by Asher Flsch _e,vo_k
' intricate score’s subtle
gestiveness, lush tone col-
ors, abundant sound effects
and emotional intens
Orchestra-happy as the con-
ductor was, he occaswnaliy :
“became inconsiderate of the
singers, whom he tended to
overshadow in the opera s
first part. : -
The Israeli Opera will fmd
it a challenge to follow-up
the high level of this superb -
performance. ® Ury Eppstein
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